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Fossils Homework 
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1. Place the layers in Column 1 in order from oldest to youngest.


2. What kind of fossils occurred in layer F?

3. What “fossils clues” in layers A and B indicate the kind of environment that existed when these rock layers were formed? How did the environment change in layer D? 



4. Which layer is the oldest in Column 2? How do you know? 



5.  Which of the layers formed most recently in Column 2? How do you know? 
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Use the diagram to the right to answer question 6-8.
6.  Place the rock layers in order from youngest to oldest.



7. What type of animal do you think organism #1 is?  Why?



8. Describe how the fossil layers could have formed.







1. How is sedimentary rock formed?


2. List 3 things that fossils can tell us.



Use the diagram of sedimentary rock layers to answer questions 3-5 below.
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3. What type of major event do you think occurred after layers D and E? Explain.


4. What inferences can you make of the life forms that existed at the time that A was formed?
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5. If radiometric dating identifies the rock layer C as 425 million years old:

a. What can you infer about the age of the fossils in layer C? Explain.



b. What about the age of the fossils in letter D?


c. What about the age of the fossils in letter B?
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Finding Clues to Rock Layers
Fossil clues give geologists a good idea of what life on Earth was like millions or
even billions of years ago.



! Problem



How can you use fossils and geologic features to interpret the relative ages of rock
layers?



! Skills Focus



interpreting data, drawing conclusions



! Procedure



1. Study the rock layers at Sites 1 and 2. Write down the similarities and
differences between the layers at the two sites.



2. List the kinds of fossils that are found in each rock layer of Sites 1 and 2.



Earth’s Changing Surface Teaching Resources G ! 121



©
P



re
n
ti
c
e
-H



a
ll
, 



In
c
.



Name ____________________________________ Date __________ Class ___________________



C H A P T E R  4 R E A L - W O R L D  L A B



You Be the Detective
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! Analyze and Conclude



Write your answers in the spaces provided.



! Site 1



1. What “fossils clues” in layers A and B indicate the kind of environment that existed
when these rock layers were formed? How did the environment change in layer D?
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